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ASEAN Intellectual Property Databases

2

△： Insufficient Coverage



ASEAN Intellectual Property Databases

PATENTSCOPE(WIPO)：
https://patentscope.wipo.int/search/en/structuredSearch.jsf

ASEAN PATENTSCOPE(AWGIPC)：
http://ipsearch.aseanip.org/wopublish-search/public/

FOPISER(JPO)：
https://www.foreignsearch.jpo.go.jp/

DesignView(EUIPO)：
https://www.tmdn.org/tmdsview-web/welcome

ASEAN DesignView(EUIPO)：
http://www.asean-designview.org/tmdsview-web/welcome
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http://www.asean-designview.org/tmdsview-web/welcome
Global Design(WIPO)：

http://www.wipo.int/designdb/en/index.jsp
Hague Express(WIPO)：

http://www.wipo.int/designdb/hague/en/ (WIPO) 
TMview(EUIPO)：

https://www.tmdn.org/tmview/bookmark?q=ipvalue&lang=en# 
ASEAN TMview(EUIPO)：

http://www.asean-tmview.org/tmview/welcome
Global Brand Database(WIPO)：

http://www.wipo.int/branddb/en/index.jsp
Madrid Monitor(WIPO)：

http://www.wipo.int/madrid/monitor/en/index.jsps



Overview of PATENTSCOPE (PS)

The patent information of each IPO in ASEAN region were included in  
PATENTSCOPE (ＰＳ）. In particular, the number of those of Singapore (SG) 
and Vietnam (VN) has increased, and the patent information  of Brunei (BN),
Indonesia (IN), Cambodia (KH), Malaysia (MY), Philippines (PH) and Thailand 
(TH) have been stored into it in August 2017. This enables users to conduct 
a patent search across the ASEAN states, and they are now able to conduct 
a patent search mostly without accessing to the database of each IP office.  
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Details on specific features (User’s Guide, etc.) are contained in the
JETRO’s report issued in March 2018.
https://www.jetro.go.jp/ext_images/world/asia/asean/ip/pdf/
search_ip_communique_asean2017.pdf

Now, I will explain how to utilize PATENTSCOPE and its issues when 
searching for patent information of IPOs in ASEAN, by making a comparison 
among the databases of these IPOs.   



Overview of PATENTSCOPE (PS)
PATENTSCOPE (PS) contains patent information of each IPO in ASEAN 

in original (local) language in addition to those in English. Hence, you are 
required to conduct a patent search in original (local) language other than in 
English. 

Among the ASEAN states, patent information of Indonesia (ID), Thailand (TH) 
and Vietnam (VN) can be searched and displayed in the original (local) language. 

In August 2017, ASEAN PATENTSCOPE (ASE-PS) that only includes patent 
information of ASEAN states was released separately from the patent 
information of ASEAN being stored in PS. Nevertheless, PS is much easier to 

5

information of ASEAN being stored in PS. Nevertheless, PS is much easier to 
use than ASE-PS.

PS allows you to use a command to conduct a highly advanced search. 
Currently, commercial DBs do not contain sufficient patent information of 

ASEAN IPOs. Thus, PS can be a very useful tool for individuals conducting a 
patent search.    

However, PS has different types of issues. So I will explain the issues and 
give you some tips to supplement the missing data of patent information by 
utilizing the database of each IPO in ASEAN. 



1)PATENTSCOPE Data Coverage
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E-Status：Indonesia P. O. Database
MyIPO：Malaysia P. O. Database
ASE-PS：ASEAN PATENTSCOPE
PS(CTR)： PATENTSCOPE(Domestic)
PS(OF)： PATENTSCOPE(Including PCT)

Application information ：As of 2018/6/30



PATENTSCOPE Data Coverage

In the Philippines and 
Singapore, Coverage of 
PATENTSCOPE (Domestic) 
and ASEAN PATENTSCOPE
is bad.
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IPOPHL：Philippines P. O. Database
IP2SG：Singapore P. O. Database
ASE-PS：ASEAN PATENTSCOPE
PS(CTR)： PATENTSCOPE(Domestic)
PS(OF)： PATENTSCOPE(Including PCT)

Application information ：As of 2018/6/30

Missing data

Missing data



PATENTSCOPE Data Coverage
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DIP：Thai Database P.O. Database
IPLib：Vietnamese P. O. Database
ASE-PS：ASEAN PATENTSCOPE
PS(CTR)：PATENTSCOPE(Domestic)
PS(OF)： PATENTSCOPE(Including PCT)

Application information ：As of 2018/6/30



2)Search and Display
Fields Search

Cross country search is possible
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・Operators and parentheses such as AND, OR, NOT, and NEAR 
can be used in the same field.
・Input within the field up to 100 bytes, including operator  and space



Advanced Search

PS includes Indonesian and Thai information with 
English translations, so search for English terms with 
the OR operator.

Search expression example ： Extraction of multilayer films in Indonesia
ID_ALLTXT:((FILM NEAR5 LAMINA*) or (LAMINA* NEAR5 FILM) or (FILM NEAR5 "MULTI* 
LAPIS*") or (FILM NEAR5 "LAPIS* MULTI*") or (FILM NEAR5 MULTILAPIS*) or (FILM 
NEAR5 "MULTI* LAPIS*")) or 
((EN_ALLTXT:((film NEAR5 lamina*) or (lamina* NEAR5 film)) or IC:(B32B27* or "B32B 
27*")) and CTR:ID)
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Extract notation fluctuation with Stem ON



Search Fields
OF: Office Code NPCC: National Phase Office Code 
CTR: country DS: Designated State 
LGF: Filling Language LGP: Publication Language

ALLNUM: All Numbers and IDs
AN: Application Number AD: Application Date
WO: WIPO Publication Number DP: Publication Date
GN: Grant Number
NP: Prior Number PI: Prior All Data
PRIORPCTAN: Prior PCT Application Number
PRIORPCTWO: Prior PCT WO NumberPRIORPCTWO: Prior PCT WO Number
PCN: Prior Country PD: Prior Date

NPA: National Phase All Date NPAN: National Phase Application Number
PN: National Publicaton Number 
NPED: National Phase Entry Date NPET: National Phase Entry Type

ALLNAMES: AllNames
PA: Applicant Name PAF: Main Applicant Name
PAA: Applicant All Data
AAD: Applicant Address AADC: Applicant Address Country
ANA: Applicant Nationality ARE: Applicant Residence
IN: Inventor Name INF: Main Inventor Name
INA: Inventor All Date IADC: Inventor Nationality 11



Search Fields
EN_TI: English Title EN_AB: English Abstract
EN_CL: English Claims EN_DE: English Description
EN_ALLTXT: English Text FP: Front Page

IC: International Class ICF: Main International Class
IC_EX: Exact IPC code
ICI: International Inventive ICN: International N-Inventive
IPE: International Preliminary Examination
ISA: International Search Authority ISR: International Search Report

RPA: Legal Representative All Date
RP: Legal Representative Name RPF: Main Legal Rep Name
RCN: Legal Representative Country RAD: Legal Representative Address
LI: Licensing availabillty
SIS: Supplementary Internatinal Search
TPO: Thied Party Observation
CHEM: Chemical

Original language search can not be done with Field Search, but can be done with 
Advanced Search.
ID_ALLTXT:(multilapis or multilapisan) and IC:B32B* 

(ALLTXT＝TI＋AB)
12



Search results
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Indonesian



Translation of search results
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Can be translated into 108 languages

English



Filters

Search expression

result
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HONDA MOTOR ≠ HONDA GIKEN
UNICHARM ≠ UNI-CHARM

Applicant names
not aggregated



Notes on Simple Analysis

UNILEVER N.V. （Notation fluctuation in simple analysis）

UNILEVER NV  
UNILEVER N.V.  
UNILEVER N. V.   
UNILEVER, N. V.  
UNILEVER N.V
Unilever N.V.  
Unilever NV  
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Unilever NV  
UNILEVER N.V.UNILEVER N.V.   
UNILEVER N. V.UNILEVER N. V. 

PS recognizes a slight difference; for example, whether “n.v.” 
representing Deutch legal entity has a dot or not, it has one-byte or 
two-byte dot, it has a company name in upper or lower case character, 
etc. and displays the results automatically.

In a patent search, PS recognize the words UNILEVER and Unilever are  
the same. When you search for “UNILEVER” without n.v. , PS also 
extracts its associated company names with PLC, INC, LTD, LIMITED in 
other countries.



3) Publications Without IPC Symbols
Search in Field Search
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Search in Advanced Search
OF:ID!IC:[* TO *] AND PA:QUALCOMM AND DP:[2000 TO 2016]

Extraction of Publications without IPC symbols



Publications Without IPC Symbols

ID MY PH SG TH VN
PD:2000-2016 76937 107441 16987 103596 90922 53382 (CTR)
IPC missing data 9221 37752 71 38529 683 6633
missing data rate 12.0% 35.1% 0.1% 37.2% 0.7% 12.4%

Confirm September 1, 2018

Missing in Malaysia and Singapore is big.
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Missing in Malaysia and Singapore is big.
・・・ Trend similar to JETRO report

BR IN MX BN KH
PD:2000-2016 336711 417321 227988 893 10 (CTR)
IPC missing data 26170 4279 5520 235 10
missing data rate 7.8% 1.0% 2.4% 26.3% 100.0%



Confirmation of Publications without IPC Symbols
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IPC is blank



Missing IPC data(PS)

IPC is blank
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Priority Data, Title, Abstract are not included.



Missing IPC data(ID E-Status)
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IPC is blank



Although IPC symbol is missing in PS, 
it is assigned in ID E-Status

PATENTSCPE

IPC is blank
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ID E-Status

Application Number

Assigned IPC 



Number of IPC Assignments （ Horizontal axis: Application year ） JETRO report(2017)

Indonesia

Malaysia Remarkable non-assignment of IPC in Malaysia

ASEAN countries have not joined the Strasbourg Treaty （ No obligation to assign IPC ）

Not assigned



Number of IPC Assignments （ Horizontal axis: Application year ） JETRO report(2017)

Philippines

IPC assigned in Philippines

Singapore
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IP2SG PATENTSCOPE ASEAN PATENTSCOPE

Remarkable IPC non-assignments in Singapore

ASEAN countries have not joined the Strasbourg treaty （ No obligation to grant IPC ）

Not assigned



Number of IPC Assignments （ Horizontal axis: Application year ） JETRO report(2017)

Thailand
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PATENTSCOPE ASEAN PATENTSCOPEDIP

ASEAN countries have not joined the Strasbourg Treaty （ No obligation to assign IPC ）

Vietnam
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PATENTSCOPE ASEAN PATENTSCOPEIPLib

IPC assigned in Thailand and Vietnam



Search comparison by IPC
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The TH of PS is extracted with the following search expression
3D printer

IC:(“B29C 67//0” or “B29C 67//2”) and CTR:TH 35 cases
（IC:(“B29C 67/*”) and CTR:TH 0 cases）

Polymer laminate
IC:(“B32B 27//0” or “B32B 27//1” or “B32B 27//2” or “B32B 

27//3” or “B32B 27//4”) and CTR:TH 586 cases
（ IC:(“B32B 27/*”) and CTR:TH 0 cases ）

"//“s between Main groups and Subgroups of IPC of Vietnam are 
not so many



“//” between the main group and subgroup

”//” is mandatory for TH's  IPC search

ASEAN PATENTSCOPE PATENTSCPE
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”//” is mandatory for TH's  IPC search

There are some "//“s in 
IPC data of VN



IPC fault

ASEAN PATENTSCOPE

DIP(TH)
normal

PATENTSCPE

ASEAN PATENTSCOPE

FaultFault



IPC examples
Layered products essentially comprising synthetic resin

Thai or Vietnamese patents in PATENTSCOPE
B32B27/00 
B32B27/02
B32B27/04 B32B 27//0
B32B27/06
B32B27/08

B32B27/10
B32B27/12
B32B27/14 B32B 27//1
B32B27/16
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B32B27/16
B32B27/18

B32B27/20
B32B27/22
B32B27/24 B32B 27//2
B32B27/26
B32B27/28

B32B27/30
B32B27/32
B32B27/34 B32B 27//3
B32B27/36
B32B27/38

B32B27/40 B32B 27//4
B32B27/42



4)Missing Applicant Names and Abstract Data (PS)

Country:(OF)
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Singapore P.O. DB(IP2SG)
The number of abstracts not contained in PS is large.
It seems that many abstracts are filed in PDF.



Missing Applicant Names and Abstract Data (IPLib)

IPLib(VN)
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VN (IPLib) includes IPC, Applicant, Title, Abstract.



Missing Applicant Names and Abstract Data (PS)
CTR:VN!VN_AB:[* TO *] AND DP:[2000 TO 2016]
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Detailed information is empty

PATENTSCPE



Missing Abstract Data

PATENTSCPE

33Missing Abstract data

Missing Abstract data

IPLib(VN)



２．Original language extraction method
(Extract original language from two languages)

When searching for patent information of Indonesia (ID), Thailand (TH) 
and Vietnam (VN) , you are required to conduct a search in the
original (local) language.

① Translation tools, such as “Google Translation” 
Basically, those tools give one translation candidate

34

Basically, those tools give one translation candidate

② When utilizing the PS translate function
When searching for an English term 
⇒ Search result is translated into the original language for display

When extracting a title of the invention, or a highlighted technical 
term in the abstract
⇒ You must search for a term given by PS for verification

If you check “Stem” box before you search the PS database, it 
recognizes inflection of a word. 



Utilizing “Google Translate”
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Generally, translation errors of long sentences can be improved by inserting line 
feeds or spaces between words. However, in case of the Thai language, it is difficult 
for a searcher to break the sentence into words if he/she does not understand the 
language.



Extraction of different notations by PATENTSCOPE
Google translation laminate ➡ laminasi
Search by ID_AB:*laminasi*
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Indonesian Google translation 
laminasi ⇒ laminate
pelaminasi ⇒ lamination
terlaminasi ⇒ laminated
melaminasi ⇒ laminate
belaminasi ⇒ belamination
didelaminasi ⇒ diaminated
laminasinya ⇒ lamination

ID_ALLTXT:*lamina* 1210 cases

Translation 
Error



English information of Indonesia and Thailand

ID
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TH



３．Issues of the Database of Each IPO in ASEAN

PATENTSCOPE (PS) only includes the information concerning patents 
and utility models, whereas the database of each IPO in ASEAN 
includes the information concerning designs and trademarks besides 
patents and utility models.

Now, I will explain the issues of the database of each IPO in ASEAN.
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1)E-Status(Indonesia)
2018/4/17 renewal

39



Patent Search Fields(ID)

Title

AbstractAgent Name

Inventor

Number Search Text Search

Application 
Number

IPC

Registration 
Number

Priority 
Number

Unable to search with multiple  
Numbers, IPC, Terms

Inventor 
Nationality

Applicant 
Name

Claim Number

Date Search Nationality

Applicant 
Nationality

Publication 
Number

Application Year Application Date

Publication Date Registration Date

Rights ExpirationRights Start

Applicant Area 



Coverage Indonesian Design database

Abnormality in registration data

As of June 30, 2018

Abnormality in registration data



E-Status(Indonesia)
The registration date of 11000 data of the 
application year 2002 to 2011 is set as 
January 1, 2099, which is missing.

Indonesian Design database 
(Period from application to registration)

registration year

As of April 22, 2018
42

Period from application to registration(year)



E-Status Design Database(Indonesia)

2099

43

Application Year



Indonesian Design database 
(Period from application to registration)

Global Design Database (WIPO)
11,000 cases whose date of registration is unknown are 
considered as the filing date = registration date.

registration year

44
Period from application to registration(year)

As of April 22, 2018



2)MyIPO(Malaysia)

Although it is an AND operation between fields, …
TI：multilayer and AB：laminate ⇒ error
TI：multilayer and AP：NITTO ⇒ error
AB: multilayer and AP：NITTO ⇒ Searchable
TI：multilayer and IPC：”B32B 27” ⇒ Searchable

Within the field
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Application year or range search (01/01/2017 TO 
31/12/2017) can not be done.

Within the field
"Multilayer laminate" is an AND operation.
What is the OR operation?



3)IPOPHL（Philippines）
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Multiple IPC, LOCARNO can not be used.Phrase search available
AND, OR operations available



Search result list (IPOPHL)
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Can not read claims or descriptions without a link

Can see Claims and Description fields



4)IP2SG(Singapore)

Able to perform AND, OR 
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Able to perform AND, OR 
operation in the same field

Abstract, Claim, Description are filed in PDF.



5)DIP(Thailand)

49

Unable to search for multiple 
Numbers, IPC, Terms in the same field



6)IPLib(Vietnam)
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・Able to perform OR search for multiple 
Numbers, IPC, Terms in the same field
・Unable to perform AND search in the 
same field



DigiPat(Vietnam)

Search for registered patents
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Confirmation of Claim



４．Overview of ASEAN PATENTSCOPE (AWGIPC) 

2017/8/27releace
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Features of ASEAN PATENTSCOPE (ASE-PS)

・ASE-PS contains patent information of 8 ASEAN States (BN, ID, KH, MY, PH, 
SG, TH and VN) only

・It enables users to conduct a patent search across the ASEAN States.
・It enables users to perform AND, OR operations in the same field.

"(multilayer OR laminate) AND film"

・Combination search, which is available in PATETSCOPE, is not available
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・Combination search, which is available in PATETSCOPE, is not available
・IPC also has some restrictions, such as not being able to search the main group
・ Claims and Description search fields are displayed, however,  those data are 

missing. 
・ ASE-PS deletes last search expression each time you conduct a search.



ASEAN PATENTSCOPE Select search fields

54



ASEAN PATENTSCOPE Search Results

List View
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ASEAN PATENTSCOPE Search Results

Table View
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Bilingual Notation (ASEAN PATENTSCOPE )
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Indonesian

English

Bilingual notations are provided by 
Indonesia and Thailand only 



５．Benefits of PATENTSCOPE
（ when compared with National Patent Office databases）

①Cross country search available

②Compound search available
A long sentence(exceeds 1000 bytes) search expression 
is also available

③ PS can translate in 108 languages (Instantaneous)
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PS can translate in 108 languages (Instantaneous)

④Simple analysis of search results is also available
(although Applicant Names are not aggregated)



Issues of PATENTSCOPE (PS)
（ when compared PS with the databases of IPOs in ASEAN）

① PS includes Patent Publications whose IPC codes are totally missing. 
Although the databases of IPOs in ASEAN include the similar cases, the 
number of those of PS is a little larger than those of their databases.  

② Regarding the simple analysis of search results on PS, you must be 
careful as Applicant Names and Inventor Names are analyzed without 
being aggregated by name.
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③ In PS, Main groups and Subgroups of IPC of Thailand (TH) are 
separated by “//” instead of “/”. Also, there are a few cases where 
“//” appears between these groups of IPC of Vietnam (VN).

④ The “bibliographic data and abstracts” of ASEAN are included in PS, 
and “claims” and “complete specifications” are not included in it yet.  
In some countries including Singapore, Thailand and Vietnam, claims 
are made available to the public online or in Patent Publications in a 
PDF file.



SUMMARY

PATENTSCOPE (PS)
Search and display           ○
Able to read claims          ×

ASEAN PATENTSCOPE (ASE-PS)
Search and display            △
Able to read claims           ×
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Databases of IPOs in ASEAN
ID MY PH SG TH VN

Search and display                △ △ △ △ △ △
Able to read claims      × × △ ○ ○ ○

A searcher needs to conduct a search using PS and the databases
of IPOs in ASEAN in combination. 



Country URL

Indonesia
https://www.jetro.go.jp/ext_images/world/asia/idn/ip/pdf/search_ip_co
mmunique2017.pdf

Philippines
https://www.jetro.go.jp/ext_images/world/asia/ph/ip/pdf/search_ip_com
munique2017.pdf

Vietnam
https://www.jetro.go.jp/ext_images/world/asia/vn/ip/pdf/search_ip_com

Survey report on industrial property database of intellectual 
property office of each country of ASEAN （JETRO report)

(only Japanese)

Vietnam
https://www.jetro.go.jp/ext_images/world/asia/vn/ip/pdf/search_ip_com
munique2017.pdf

Thailand
https://www.jetro.go.jp/ext_images/world/asia/th/ip/pdf/search_ip_com
munique2017.pdf

Malaysia
https://www.jetro.go.jp/ext_images/world/asia/my/ip/pdf/search_ip_co
mmunique2017.pdf

Singapore

Common to all 
countries

https://www.jetro.go.jp/ext_images/world/asia/sg/ip/pdf/search_ip_com
munique2017.pdf

https://www.jetro.go.jp/ext_images/world/asia/asean/ip/pdf/search_ip_
communique_asean2017.pdf
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